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From the Bench – Spring 2022 

We are already 1/3 of the way into 2022:  have you paid your CSHA 

membership dues for this year?  If not, why not do it now!  The mail-in 

form is in this Newsletter or you can pay on-line on our website; why 

not make it easy by buying a lifetime membership, never having to 

remember to pay annually again!  Your dues are very important to us 

in sustaining the maintenance and operation of the Courthouse Muse-

um and the Academy Historical Research Center, as well as publish 

this quarterly Newsletter.  Should you ever stop getting our Newsletter, 

its probably because you have let your membership dues lapse for 

two or more years! 

But Membership Dues are only a part of the support we seek to keep 

the history of Chester and the surrounding areas alive and preserved.  

We covet your interest by your attendance to our annual fund-raising 

and community events throughout the year.  We seek donations of 

historical artifacts to be displayed in the Museum.  We ask for dona-

tions of items of new or gently-used quality to sell at the annual Spring 

Banquet / Auction (April 22) or Yard Sale (April 28, 29, 30).  Look for the 

details on these two upcoming events in this edition. 

Another avenue of support can come in the manner of your time and 

abilities, either routinely, occasionally, or one-time sessions.  We wel-

come volunteers to help in the Academy Research Center in sorting 

and filing old pictures, obituaries, donated family histories and docu-

ments; in helping with the publication of historical books for sale; in 

helping to clean both facilities and neatly arrange our historical re-

search and display collections.  You DIY people (Do It Yourself) are 

needed to help in performing various maintenance tasks on our build-

ings and grounds.  (You homeowners know what it takes to maintain a 

(continued on page 2 “From the Bench”)  
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(“From the Bench” Continued from front page) 

house and lawn; it is no different for the CSHA and 

our facilities.)  There are tasks to be tackled that 

may take only a few hours to others that may take 

a few days.  Are you RETIRED or are currently UN-

EMPLOYED / LAID OFF, and have a little time to 

spare?  Do you have carpentry, painting, or elec-

trical skills?  Can you wash windows (ugh)?  We 

really could use you for a bit!  PLEASE consider 

helping us.  We (CSHA) are all unpaid volunteers, 

except for our part time secretary.  We will gladly 

work along side of you to accomplish some of the 

tasks at hand.  If you can help, call 740-985-9822 

on our open days, or call me anytime at 740-416-

8304.  

Thanks so much for your continued interest and 

support! 

Dan Will, CSHA President 

Chester Courthouse Museum 
Memorabilia 

By 
Linda Blosser 

  Chester Academy was built in 1840 as a teach-
ers institute,  overlooking the Chester Commons. 

  Original teachers were Professor Lindley, Madi-
son Elliott, and James Evans. 

  Pictured above are some of the class of 1927. 

Names:   Clara Frecker Baer, Edward Frecker, 
Helen Frecker Nelson, Norwood Knight, Leonard 
Massar, Lucille Parker Schrader, Franklin Partlow, 
Thelma Ridenour, Hazel Smith Walker, and 
Clyde Well.  Principal—Everett Hayes. 

Picture was donated by Betty Newell. 

Christmas Open House—December 2021 

The annual Chester Shade Historical Association 

Christmas Open House got back on track in De-

cember 2021, after a year hiatus, due to Covid 

safety measures.  The Open House featured 

Kendra Ward and Bob Bence, with Kendra 

“hammering” out delightful Christmas carols on 

her hammer dulcimer.  Bob accompanied her 

on guitar.  It was a treat to hear traditional 

Christmas Carols played on not so traditional 

musical instruments, especially the dulcimer.  

The performance provided a wonderful kick off 

for the 2021 holiday season. 

Present to enjoy the music included a festive 

group of folks, along with ninety “Nutcrackers” 

of all shapes, sizes and dress, with a multitude of 

colors.  They come from a private collection of 

nutcrackers owned by CSHA member Sheila 

Curtis.   

Door Greeters:  Becky Grate and Lorna Hart 

In period clothing 

Kendra Ward and Bob Bence playing with the Nutcrackers 
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Spring Benefit Dinner and Auction 
For the benefit of Chester Shade Historical Association 

Friday, April 22, 2022 

6:30 P.M. 

Syracuse Community Center, Syracuse, OH 
 

Tickets:  $15 at the door 

Dinner Menu 

Chicken & noodles 

Mashed potatoes 

 Green beans 

Cole slaw 

 Dinner rolls 
Drinks: Sweet tea, coffee, water 

Desserts: Homemade Pies & cakes  

St. Rt. 124 Turn left on street across from the Syracuse Bank (Racine Home National 

For more information please call: 740-985-9822.  We need donations for the Auction.  Donations for the Auction 

can be brought to the Chester Court House now or to the Syracuse Community Center on the day of the Auction 

The Auction begins after the meal is over 
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Calendar of Events 2022 

April 7, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM  

April 22, 2022 – Annual Dinner and Auction—Syracuse Community Center 6:30 PM  

April 28, 29, and 30 – Yard Sale at Blosser’s  

May 5, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

June 2, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

July 7, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

Aug. 4, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

Sept. 1, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

Sept. 10, 2022 – Genealogy Fair and Genealogy Class start at 930 AM 

Oct. 1, 2022 – Meigs Heritage Festival and Car Show start at 9:30 AM 

Oct. 6, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

Oct. 12, 2022 – Firemen’s and Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner starts at 6:30 PM 

Nov. 3, 2022 – Monthly meeting 6:30 PM Election of Officers 

Nov. 28, 2022 – Decorate for Christmas Open House 

Dec. 1, 2022- Monthly meeting 6:30 PM 

Dec. 3, 2022   – Christmas Open House (if allowed)- Featuring Kendra Ward and Bob Bence 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newspaper Excerpts 

From 

McArthur Democrat-Enquirer, April 6, 1921 

Which was published by the Vinton County 

Historical and Genealogical Society  

Happy Home Steam Washer 

 

Patented by G.L. Ferris and made right here in 

McArthur, Ohio. Every washer sent out on trial.  You 

do not buy the Happy Home Washing Machine you 

simply borrow it for one month, use it as often as 

your like.  At the expiration of a month, return it if 

you think it is not worth double what we ask you for 

it. 

Call and see us make the Happy Home Steam 

Washing Machine.  Watch us grow.  With your kind 

cooperation and patronage we will put McArthur 

on the map as a manufacturing town for the best 

washing machine in the world.  Your wives and 

daughters will be healthier and stronger and save 

you doctor bills.  It cleans the clothes cleaner and 

whiter than any other manner of washing.  It steriliz-

es and bleaches the clothes, kills all germs, mic-

robes and bacteria, cleaning garments worn next 

to the body of all oily matter.  Doctors recommend 

it as a disinfectant. 

 

Collecting Information for Chester Village  

and Courthouse 200th Birthday! 

For those of you who like to collect history and stories of 

the past, we would appreciate if you could take the time 

to look through you collections and share your stories and 

pictures of Chester back in the early 1800s and up to now. 

We are going to make a dedication book for the Bicenten-

nial Celebration of the Chester Court House in 2023 

(200th Year Birthday) and put as many pictures and sto-

ries, if not all in the book for all to see. 

Note:  For anyone who would like to see or read the newsletter 

online please go to our website “www.chestercourthouse.com” 

and click on  the newsletter icon.  It is in color there and much 

prettier. 
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Cleo and the Chickens Built the Chester Golf 

Course 

  Introduction:  Over the past twenty years or so 

some Chester Shade Historical Association mem-

bers have interviewed  individual people in the 

Chester community, who were born and/or grew 

up locally.  The interviews were tape recorded 

but until recently the stories and the information 

had never been transcribed.  CSHA member, 

Rachael Schultz, has started to transcribe some of 

these “Living Histories”, 

  Excerpts from one of the “Living Histories: ap-

pears here with Cleo Weber Smith talking about 

some events during her early years in Chester.  

  (Editors note:  This is a story recounted by Cleo 

Smith  on tapes and transcribed by Rachael 

Schultz.) 

  Interviewer:  What type of work did your father 

do Cleo? 

  Well when he was a child his father and uncles 

were in the lumber logging business and they got 

him started into driving a team of horses to Pome-

roy and back, hauling logs in his early teenage 

years.  They would go back and forth to Pomeroy 

with the three teams they had.  He was a very 

slight young man at the time, 13 to 14 years old.  

They were afraid that he would have trouble with 

the logs or the team so they put him between his 

older more experienced, uncle (Will Weber) and 

his father.   

  Later on in life he became married to my moth-

er in 1921 and they started to be farmers.  He also 

had been school board clerk for Chester School 

when it was formed and he was one of the first 

bus drivers along with his brother James Weber.  

The Reverend minister from the Methodist Church 

in Chester was the third bus driver as they owned 

three buses.  My father was a bus driver and he 

also helped to build, WPA projects(Works Projects 

Administration) at that time.  He helped build the 

Scout Cabin on Scout Camp Road.  He was one 

of the supervisors on that job because he knew 

about lumber, how to measure and he helped  

 with supervising the men. 

  We were pretty good farmers at the time.  As we 

had gotten older in the 40’s we did a lot of corn 

crops, wheat, and  we always had equipment to 

rent during the war.  Help was scarce and, there-

fore, my dad always worked hard.  All of our hired 

men went to the war and it left us scarcely able 

to do the work.  It helped to raise what crops and 

livestock we did but we worked daylight till dark 

to do it. 

  My mother raised a lot of chickens.  We had 

white laying chickens for years and we shipped 

cases of eggs to the hatcheries and then later on  

we helped develop, on the farm, the New Hamp-

shire Red Chickens.  It was a strain of between 

Barred Rock black and white rooster chickens 

(speckled chickens we kids always called them), 

and Red Rhode Island hen chickens so we 

crossed them. Mr. Adkins from the hatchery in 

Pomeroy shipped our eggs to Connecticut.  Each 

week we shipped so many hatching eggs and 

that’s where the New Hampshire Red’s came 

from in Meigs County.  That is how we developed 

the strain New Hampshire Reds.   

  As we kids, I have two sisters and a brother, so 

there were four of us raised on the farm.  Later on 

my father went to construction work when the 

Route 7 highway was being constructed.  He was 

already an engineer for the state of Ohio as a 

highway superintendent.  So then he worked for 

the state of Ohio for several years,  He had to 

give it up for health reasons,  but in the mean 

time in 1946, he was very energetic and took up 

the game of golf.   

  He had one son-in-law Raymond Wilson that 

was quite a young golfer at that time.  The only 

golf course they could play was either Jackson, 

Ohio or Gallipolis, Ohio. There was one course in 

Parkersburg, WV, but he didn’t like the lay of the 

ground.  So he decided to build a golf course.  

He became the owner of the Chester Hill Golf 

Course.  That is where we met a lot of people.  

We worked very hard.  We shipped thousands of 

eggs and built a golf course. 

  I guess we would have to say that John Weber 

was very energetic about doing things. 
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Tuppers Plains First Known as Martinsville 

By Agnes C. Hill 

 

Editor’s Note:  This story comes mostly from the in-

formation found in the Hardesty’s History of Meigs 

County, 1883. 

 

  Tuppers Plains—This village, know as Tuppers 

Plains, laid out in 1840 by James Martin, was origi-

nally called Martinsville.  It is located in the north-

east part of Orange Twp., on section number six.  

The excellent land is level and well adapted to cul-

tivation of cereals. 

  When the first settlers arrived here in 1800, this part 

of Meigs County was a wilderness inhabited only 

by the native denizens of the forests, the deer, 

wolf, fox, bear, and feathered birds.  The Indians 

had been driven back to more distant hunting 

grounds to the north and west, and only the relics 

of their mode of life were left to show the white set-

tlers this area had been home to them. 

  A stone hollowed out in which their corn had 

been pounded in to meal;  the “scraping sonnets” 

that removed the fat from the skins of animals, be-

fore being tanned for clothing, moccasins, and 

tents;  the arrowheads of their bows and arrows, 

and other artifacts pictured the silent story of their 

life “on the Plains of Meigs County.” 

  Cabins had to be constructed by those early 

white settlers, and small patches of land cleared 

for planting necessary food crops.  Small paths led 

from one cabin to another until the paths widened 

into roads.  The nearest markets being Marietta 

and Gallipolis, reached only by a path through the 

wilderness. The settlers fished in the streams, hunted 

deer, bear, wild turkey and other game for food; 

skins to make their shoes, jackets, rugs, etc.;  and 

used the feathers for pillows, feather ticks, and 

even quills to write their correspondence. 

  They gathered the wild fruits, and made sugar 

from the maple trees.  They even carved their furni-

ture from the plentiful supply of wood. 

 

  After the first season, corn was raised in suffi-

cient quantity to supply their needs.  This they 

crushed with hominy blocks, mortars, or a hand 

mill and sifted it through a buckskin for flour. 

  In 1807, a mill moved by a treadwheel was 

built here, with one run of stone for corn only.  

Later, a gristmill and sawmill combined was con-

structed. 

  Turnips were another staple of their diet that 

supplemented wild meats and fish.  Salt was 

very scarce and for a time was brought in by 

pack horse from the licks or works on the Scioto 

River.  The price was from $6 to $8 a bushel.  The 

boring  of wells in Salisbury and Rutland town-

ships in 1822 and 1823 reduced the price to 50 

cents a bushel! 

  Truman Hecos and family moved their house-

hold goods through Tuppers Plains in 1802, using 

the first ox team that had ever gone through 

here consisting of an ox sled and two yoke of 

oxen. 

  Coonskins and ginseng were regarded as legal 

tender and used when money was unavailable.  

It is recorded in one instance that $3 received 

for wolf scalps was used by one settler to pay his 

property taxes for a year. 

  The first school of Tuppers Plains was a log 

structure, this being followed by a “common” 

school.  In 1860 an academy was established 

here by Capt. Edwin Keyes which flourished until 

about 1900. 

  Among the earliest settlers known were Ben-

nett Oakley and a “Mr. Doane,” 1812;  Ashley 

Gibbs and his son, Sylvester, also came at an 

early date; Philip Dodderer and his sons, Mat-

thew and Andrew in 1817; James Shields in 1816, 

and Thomas Barrett in 1817. 

  The first Postoffice in Orange township was lo-

cated in Tuppers Plains. 

  In 1883, the village had two stores, two shoe 

shops, one hotel, three blacksmith shops, one  

Continued on page 6 
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grist  and one sawmill combined, the academy, 

one common schoolhouse, three churches and 

one “amateur” printing office that issued a paper 

called the “Cornet.” 

A map of Meigs county dated 1883 shows the vil-

lage as Martinsville but the Postoffice  as Tuppers 

Plains.  Edward Tupper and his wife, Bertha, was 

very large land owners as early as 1800.  Edward 

having died before 1825, his wife sold a parcel of 

land to Andrew Dodderer that year as Edward’s 

heir. 

Roland Dodderer of near Tuppers Plains, has the 

original deed in his possession.  Mr. Dodderer also 

has an “affidavit of guardianship” issued at the 

Courthouse in Chester within and for the County of 

Meigs at December Term A.D. 1826. 

                   _______________________________________ 

“Martinsville”  Continued from page 5 

Mike Roberts 

682 Springwater Dr. 

Akron, OH 44333 

Paper Good for “Tokens” 

I have discussed merchant trade or “Good For” to-

kens in a previous article.  Many of these were like 

coins and most were made of metal.  A few later 

ones were made of plastic or wood (mostly wood-

en nickels), and one merchant using coin shaped 

card board. 

These are pictures of two different metal tokens 

used by manufactures .  The one above represents 

the front and back of tokens from Curry Brothers in 

Dyesville, Ohio. 

  The one below is the front and back of another  

metal token of the Curry Brothers in Dyesville, OH. 

Concurrently many merchants  issued “good for” 

coupons, mostly in the forms of currency of tickets.  

While these were much cheaper to produce than 

tokens, fewer have survived with some exceptions 

because when becoming useless they were mere 

scraps of paper and unlike tokens, were not some-

thing to throw into a drawer or button box. 

I am illustrating a few from my  collection which I 

find both illustrative and interesting. 

Illustrations A + B are front and back of a ten cent 

coupon Issued by Martin and Dooley Shoe Shop in 

Middleport, Ohio in 1925.  The front is a facsimile, 

but very authentic looking Confederate $10 bill.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With so much (then) valueless real Confederate 

bills still around they might have been used for 

overprinting if the backs had been plain.  Today  

                    (Continued on page 7 “Paper Goods”) 
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(Paper Goods from page 6) 

the Confederacy is recognized as a traitorous entity 

dedicated to preserving slavery.  Nineteen twenty-

five was the height of the KKK. 

Illustrations C + D are front and back of a coupon 

good for a free 1/2 pound package of Dr. Hess 

Poultry Pan-a-ce-a issued by Rowley and Reed, also 

of Middleport. 

Illustration E is a promotional give-away rather than 

a “good for” coupon.  Issued by Racine Theatre it is 

printed on an actual 10,000 mark notgeldnote from 

Germany.  With the rampant inflation in Germany 

after WWI, bank notes with denominations as high 

as millions of marks were issued in a failing attempt 

to keep up.  This note has a nice blank spot for over-

printing. 

Many examples exist today of F, G, and H issued 

by Waid Cross for The Big Store in Racine.  Two 

were issued and signed by Waid, one is not. 
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(Continued from  page 7  “Paper Goods”) 

Illustration I, issued by T.P. Eiselsteins was good for 20 

cents,  the hitch was that tickets could not be re-

deemed until at least $12.50 was accumulated.  This 

was similar to S&H Green stamps and TV Top Value 

(yellow) stamps. 

Illustrations J and K are “good for” tickets issued by 

Elberfeld's, Good until July 1st, 1899, J is the front of a 

50 cent ticket; K, the back of a 10 cent ticket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  unlettered illustrations are 7 denominations of 

“good for” tickets issued by the prolific (Waid) Cross 

Store, Racine (3 varieties of each denomination are 

known). With the exception of the Waid Cross items 

the others, to the best of my knowledge, are rare, 

possibly Unique. 

Shown in the next column. 
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38250 SR 7 two miles north from Chester, OH 45720 

  Chester Shade Historical Association 

Will Be Sponsoring  A  

Yard Sale At the Home of  

Linda & Greer Blosser 

 

Thursday April 28, Friday April 29, 

And 

Saturday April 30, 2022 

9 a.m. till 4 p.m. 

All proceeds will be used to assist in  

maintaining and operating the  

Chester Court House and Academy 

Donations for the yard sale may be brought to the 

Chester Courthouse.   

For more information please call 740-985-9822.  
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2022 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year. 

$15.00 Individual Adult,  $150 Lifetime Membership 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(If email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Individual _______, Amount to Pay _______________ 

Number of Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________  

(If you would like please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact 

you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

   

 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Friday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am till 4 pm. Please call first. 740-985-9822 

We are open 6 hours a day M, W, F, S  from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm regular hours 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end 

on December 31 of each year.   


